SMART GROWTH & HIGH-SPEED TRAINS

GET CONNECTED!

Californiais expected to grow by at least 14 million people over the next 25 years. We cannot
continue to accommodate a growing population in low-density, poorly planned development
with few transit options. The development of a high-speed train, linking California's major cities
to each other, could help retain existing downtowns as the magjor economic centers of California
and provide mobility for the state’ s growing popul ation.

In 1996, the Cadlifornia
High-Speed Rail Authority
was established to plan and
implement a 700-plus mile
high-speed train system
capable of speeds of the
least 200 mph. The system
is forecast to carry up to 68
million passengers per year
by 2020 with an expected
trip from San Francisco to
Los Angeles taking about
two and a haf hours.
Planning for the system is
gaining speed, as are plans
for the 2008 ballot measure
to provide funding for the
first phase of theline.

HIGHWAY AND AIRPORT
FocuseD GROWTH IS
SIMPLY NOT
SUSTAINABLE

While everybody is

concerned about sprawl,
especialy in the fast-growing inland regions and Central Valley, there is little hope for transit-
oriented development —until we create real transit options. A high-speed train line that stopsin
amost al of the major downtowns between San Diego and Sacramento would be a magnet for
downtown-focused growth. It would connect with and complement local and regiona transit
systems, further focusing regional activities along transit corridors.



THE CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY ISMAKING THE LAND USE LINK

The Authority has developed principles and guidelines that must be followed before cities will
benefit from getting a station. The Authority is now working to further define land use policiesto
ensure compact walkable communities near stations as well as the connection to broader regional
issues. The work will be conducted by a world-class team led by Dr. Elizabeth Deakin at UC
Berkeley.

A SMART (GROWTH) INVESTMENT

Compact development associated with the high-speed train system would save at least 67,000
acres from urban/suburban development, including 24,000 acres of farmland. These benefits
could be magnified with companion land use policies that further encourage transit-oriented
growth.

GLOBAL WARMING REQUIRESALTERNATIVES

Transportation is responsible for 40% of California's greenhouse gas emissions. Californians will
continue to demand, and support, new transportation capacity to get them out of congestion.
High-speed rail offers an environmentally sensitive aternative to highway and airport expansion.
It would reduce carbon dioxide emissions by up to 12.4 billion pounds/year over highway and air
travel dternatives. This is the equivalent of removing a million vehicles from state roads
annually and eliminating the CO2 emissions from 11 billion miles of vehicle travel.

NEXT STEPS

To gear up for a 2008 ballot measure to fund the construction of the rail line, the California
High-Speed Rail Authority is completing a financial plan, right-of-way preservation and
acquisition, companion land use policies, and project-level environmental, design, and
preliminary engineering work. The Authority has requested continued funding from the
Legislature to move forward with implementing the project.

WANT TO GET INVOLVED?

The Transportation and Land Use Coalition is working with the Authority to ensure that
environmental and smart growth groups are connected to the process. Our goal isto ensure that
all of the best ideas for connecting this major investment with sustainable land use are included
in the final proposal.

Connect with TALC's outreach efforts by contacting Stuart Cohen or Carli Paine
(stuart@transcoalition.org or carli@transcoalition.orq); 510-740-3150 x315.

Contact the California High-Speed Rail Authority to stay updated about the project; email
sschnaidt@hsr.ca.gov to sign up for e-newsletters.

Funding for outreach and materials provided by the California High-Speed Rail Authority.



